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IN THE CLAIMS: 

1 . (Currently Amended) A method of preparing a tax return comprising the steps of: 
Subaorihing to authorizing a financial recording service prayer to receive tax data 

resulting frojn transactions between a client taxpayer and one or more specified financial 
institutions, wherein each of said transactions occurs d uring a subsequent time period beftinpinR 
after said authorization: 

transmitting said tax data resulting from tra nsactions between said taxpayer and a riven 
one of said financial institutions directly from said given in stitution to said financial recording 
service provider: 

storing all of said transmitted tax data unde r the control of said financial recording service 
provider: and 

sending all of said tax dq tffl fpm ssnfl financia l recording service pro vider to a tax return 
preparer, for use in preparing a tax return for said taxpayer, after the end of said time period. 
r e ceiving ton - data from the financial recording servic e provider; 
validating th e tax data r e c e iv e d from the financial recording s e rvioe provid e r; and, 
submitting the validat e d tax data. 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein tho validated tax data io oubmittod 
te a tax authority, no tax data other than said tax data resul t ing from said transactions that occur 
during said time period is transmitted from said specified financ ial institutions to said financial 
rtcprffng seryfce provider, iq regard to said client taxpaYCTi 

3. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein the validated tax data is submitted 
to the financial recording aorvioo provider, time period comprises a specified fiscal year, and tax 
data pertaining to a particular transaction is transmitted to said financial recording service 

pnmter at tte time said particular ttaagatito n wwm. 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of Claim 1 wherein tho validated tax data io submitted 
to a tax r e turn pr e paration service, said tax return preparer is a separate and distinct e n tity from 
said financia l recording service provider. 
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5. (Original) The method of Claim 1 further comprising the step of: 

updating the client specified taxpayer's tax data with additional financial data. 

6. (Currently Amended) A method of preparing a tax return comprising the steps of: 
receiving tax data associated with a client taxpayer from [[an]] a, financial institution 

during a specified fiscal vean 

seeding a tax return with insertin p the tax data received from the institution jnft> a tax 
r gflim during the specified fiscal year end? 

validating the tax data in the tax return: and 

submitting the tax return to a tax authority a fter the end of the specified fiscal year. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 6 wherein the client taxpayer may validate the tax data in 
the tax return. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 6 further comprising the steps of: 
updating the tax data with additional tax data 

9. (Original) The method of Claim 8 wherein validating the additional tax data is performed 
by the client taxpayer, 

1 0. (Original) The method of Claim 8 wherein validating the additional tax data is performed 
by the financial recording service provider, 

1 1 . (Original) The method of Claim 8 wherein validating the additional tax data is performed 
by a tax return preparation service. 

12. (Original) The method of Claim 8 wherein validating the additional tax data is performed 
by the institution. 
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13. (Original) The method of Claim 6 further comprising: 
billing the client taxpayer subscriher. 

14. (Currently Amended) A system for preparing a tax return comprising: 

means for subscribing to authorizing a financial recording service provider to receive fts 
data resulting from transactions between a client t ^ c P g Y er "* d Qne OT mQTy *reci fied finandfll 
institutions, wherein each of said transac tions occurs during a subsequent time Period beginning 

after said authorization: 

means for transmitting tax data, resulting from tra nsai^tinna between said taxpayer and 
said financial institutions, directly from said riven institution to said financial recording service 
provider! 

tfleans for storing all of said transmitted tax data under t he control of said financial 
recording service provider: 

means for validating said tax data; md 

means for send ing all of said validated tax data from said financial recording service 
provider to a tax return preparer, for use in preparing a tax return for said taxpayer, after the end 
of said time period. 

m e ono for receiving tax data from th e financial rooording aowioo provider; 

gfte onfl for validating tho tax data received from the financial recording s e rvic e provide^ 

moons for submitting th e validat e d tax data. 

15. (Original) The system of Claim 14 wherein the validated tax data is submitted to a tax 
authority. 

16. (Original) The system of Claim 14 wherein the validated tax data is submitted to the 
financial recording service provider. 

1 7. (Original) The system of Claim 14 wherein the validated tax data is submitted to a tax 
return preparation service. 
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18. (Original) The system of claim 1 4 further comprising: 
updating the tax data with additional financial data. 

1 9. (Currently Amended) A system for preparing a tax return comprising: 

means for receiving tax data associated with a client taxpayer from [[an]] a financial 
institution during a spe cified fiscal year, asdr 

means for flooding a tax latum with insertingJ he tax data received from the institution 
jfl fr a tax ry frT™ ^mfflg ^ e specified fiscal year: and 

submitting the tax return to a tax authority aft er the end of the specified fiscal year. 

20. (Original) The system of Claim 1 9 wherein the client taxpayer may validate the tax data, 

21. (Original) The system of Claim 19 further comprising: 
means for updating the tax data with additional tax data. 

22. (Original) The system of claim 21 wherein validating the tax data is performed by the 
client taxpayer* 

23. (Original) The system of Claim 21 wherein validating the tax data is performed by the 
financial recording service provider. 

24. (Original) The system of Claim 21 wherein validating the tax data is performed by a tax 
return preparation service. 

25. (Original) The system of Claim 21 wherein validating the tax data is performed by the 
institution. 

26. (Canceled) 

27. (Canceled) 
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28. (Canceled) 

29. (Canceled) 

30. (Canceled) 

31. (Canceled) 

32. (Canceled) 

33. (Canceled) 

34. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for preparing a tax return comprising 
tho atopo of : 

first instructions f ™ tnw Hntn frnm tha m ] hnr\™ p a fin ancial recording service 

provider to receive tax data resulting from transactions between, a c lient taxpayer and one or 
mote specified financial institutions, wh erein each of said transactions occurs during a 
subsequent time Pfr Tfafl brs' 1 ™^ aftcr said authorization: 

second instructi ng for tTH ngml fl yr> P tax data, re sulting from transactions between 
said taxpayer and a given one of said financial institutions, d irectly from said given institution to 
said financial recording service provider: 

third instructions fgy ffftripg all pf m Emitted tax data un^r ft? control of said 
financial recording service jpft o y jide T: 

fourth instructions for validating said tax data: and 

fifth instructions for sending all of said tax data from said financial recording service 
provider to a tax return preparer, for use in preparing a tax return for said taxpayer after the end 
of said time period. 

oeoond instructions for validating the tax data; andj 

third instructions for submitting th e validat e d tax data. 
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35. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 34 wherein the validated tax data is 
submitted to a tax authority. 

36. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 34 wherein the validated tax data is 
submitted to the financial recording service provider. 

37. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 34 wherein the validated tax data is 
submitted to a tax return preparation service. 

38. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 34 further comprising: 
fourth instructions for updating the tax data with additional financial data, 

39. (Currently Amended) A computer program product for preparing a tax return comprising 
th e atopo of : 

first instructions for receiving tax data associated with a client taxpayer from [[an]] a 
financial institutio n during a specified fiscal year. 

second instructions for s ee ding a tax return with inserting tax data received from the 
institution into a tax return during the specified fiscal vean and, 

third instructions for validating the tan data submitting the tax return to a tax authority 
after tiK gfl4 pf the fiscal year, 

40. (Currently Amended) The computer program product of Claim 39 further comprising: 
fourth instructions for a ihmittitip fhn vnlidntarf va lidatin g the t ax return before submitting 

it to a tax authority. 

41. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 39 wherein the client taxpayer may 
validate the tax data in the tax return. 
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42. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 39 further comprising: 

fourth instructions for updating the client taxpayer's tax data with additional tax data; 

and, 

fifth instructions for validating the additional tax data. 

43 . (Original) The computer program product of Claim 42 wherein validating the tax data is 
performed by the client taxpayer* 

44. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 42 wherein validating the tax data is 
performed by the financial recording service provider. 

45. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 42 wherein validating the tax data is 
performed by a tax return preparation service. 

46. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 42 wherein validating the tax data is 
performed by the institution. 

47. (Original) The computer program product of Claim 42 further comprising: 
sixth instructions for billing the client taxpayer subscriber. 

48. (Canceled) 

49. (Canceled) 

50. (Canceled) 
5L (Canceled) 
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